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service. Hundreds of cases of the disease have been diagnosed and
treated. The work has been conducted with admirable efficiency,
but the nurses knew that all their efforts went for naught, when
their patients had no place near home where they could be received
and properly cared for. This message they had sent broadcast
through the county and the idea of the county hospital, although
the Fiscal Court had twice refused to take the necessary action to
build one, was familiar to the people of the county and was gener-
ally recognized as a necessity. The educational campaign of the
Commission, with its car and moving picture exhibit, and its defi-
nite presentation of the matter in hand, together with a mass meet-
ing in the city of Lexington, and general support of the newspapers
of the city, served to focus public attention, and a favorable vote
was naturally the result. The heavy majority indicates very
clearly the value of prolonged effort.1

That was November, 1913. The Board of Trustees
for the district was duly constituted2 March 24, 1914,
but time slipped by. In 1915 the court appropriated
$2,536.35 out of its general funds for a first payment on a
tract of land suited to the purposes of the institution
and conveniently located with reference to the city that
had been selected as a site for the proposed institution.
And finally, on January 7, 1916, after receiving a masterly
protest3 from the Trustees, asking a levy of five cents
from which $21,000 would be derived, a levy of three cents
on the hundred dollars of taxable property was authorized
that brought in $17,450. It was already clear that to
carry out any effective plan the public grant would have
to be supplemented from private sources, and again there

*Hrid.t p. 44-

2 It was composed of Mr. Thomas A. Combs, chairman, Mr. T. J. Tunis,
Mr. E. R. Bradley, Mr. William Worthington, Dr. Josephine D. Hunt, Mrs.
Wilbur R. Smith, and Madeline McD. Breckinridge.

3 See Lexington Herald, January 5, 1916.